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S the year draws to a close lets

Alsok back at the year in regards to

honecards. To be honest, it has

been something of a confusing year to

draw too many conclusions on. In some

respects, 1t’s been good and in other
respects it has been a bit weak.

After all, the year really started with a
bang,. If we look at the first few months
of the year we can see that there was cer-
tainly no shortage of products being
released.

Everything from the colourful
Summertime cards, through to the pricey
and eventually disastrous “One
Australia” issue. To put 1t mildly, collec-
tors were shell-shocked, many dealers
reported their standing order customers
dropped by as much as 70%. Indeed,
looking at the subsequent fall-out from
many of these issues, ie custom cards,
where eventually being sold through
ordinary outlets for Phonecalls. Although
having said that, the interesting thing is
that many collectors who previously did
not collect custom cards have got a
“taste” for custom cards because they
have been able to buy them a cheaper.
Also, once this excess of stock is “used
up”, 5o to speak, the excess will be gone,
stranger things have happened. Maybe
some of these cards that seem to be
everywhere at the moment may actually
end up being scarce.

That was the custom card side of
things. We also had the Telstra side
where they found that 8,500 of a lumted
Edition collector pack is not really limit-
ed at all. In fact, as it stands, I think you
can still get all of the 1995 Limited
Edition packs from Telstra. Certainly a
far cry from the 1994 situation where
packs were a sell-out before being
released and you had the crazy situation
where people were in fact “futures trad-
ing” on packs like the 1994 Endangered
Species and the Commonwealth Games
packs. These packs were released in a
way that allowed people to buy up to five
of each.

Of course, if your brother or your wife
etc also “collected phonecards™ they
could also be on the list and get five
packs as well. For sometime it was, as
Arthur from the hit television series
“Minder” would have said “it’s a good
earner”. Today the party is well and truly
over and you can buy these aforemen-
tioned packs for not much over the issue
price, if at all.

What this all must show plainly and
clearly, at least to Telstra, 1s that they
have to reduce again their Limited
Edition packs and at the same time take a
close look at their mailing list to see if,
when they do reduce numbers, they don’t
have the same thing happening again,
that is, undue speculation.

Talking to people in the market, I
would think a number say around 4,000
would be a good number. Even if it’s a
bit low, great, it would get some interest
happening again in the collectors edi-
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tions. After all, the fact 1s, Telstra has
conceded that you can make a custom
card in quantities as low as 2,500.

However, enough of the collectors
packs. As the year dragged on, the issu-
ing of custom cards first started to slow
and now in December it has come to a
grinding halt. In fact, if you look at the
custom cards that have come out since
say even June, the number 1is quite low.

However, Telstra seems to have more
than picked up the slack with the amount
of advertising and special category cards
they are releasing. Who knows what,
some of these cards may actually end up
being okay. Sets like the Beijing Opera
and some of the Austel cards are even
issued in quite low category. There is lit-
tle doubt that at least one of the cards that
has been issued in the past few months
will end up being quite good.

Another sleeper may be the greetings
card issues. Early reports suggest that this
idea may not meet with great success.
Indeed, New Zealand Telecom seems to
have abandoned its series of greetings
cards, Phonecards. So as a result if they
are not successful, they may actually
become scarce down the track, this col-
lecting can get a bit weird at times!

The year in Sydney has ended on a
reasonable note as far as fairs go. The
November fair seemed to leave most
dealers reasonably happy. In fact, a funny
thing was, a couple of dealers reported
that their takings was not much different
to what they were back in March, when it
would be fair to say, the crowds were
certainly larger. Yet despite the smaller
crowds the people that were there were
spending. Which after all, at least in part,
is what it’s all about.

However, it does make you think, if
crowds are down, what would it take to
get them back through the door. One of
the suggestions 1s, that there are too
many fairs in Sydney, or wherever for
that matter. Melbourne is also well
served for fairs. Maybe what’s needed is
for there to be maybe one or two major
fairs a year, and that Telstra, the clubs
and the trade all get behind them and turn
the fairs into happenings rather than just
other shows.

After all, Telstra seems happy to
release cards for shows overseas, why
don’t they release one for a show here.
An idea would be to have a fair, say
Melbourne one weekend, then Sydney
the next and Brisbane the week after, or
however it was organised.

Then have a special card and folder to
promote the fars. This item would only
be available at these fairs. It might seems
a bit artificial but it would work, in so far
as it would get people through the door
and get an atmosphere going at these
fairs again.

Rumour has it that there are people
trying to promote an idea to have a major
International Phonecard Fair next year
(1996) at Sydney’s Darling Harbour or
somewhere like that. One hopes that this
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comes off. Apparently, this show will be
tacked on the week after one of the big
fairs in Asia, so that the overseas dealers
can tack on an extra week to their itiner-
ary and include the Australian fair.

This would be the perfect vehicle for
Telstra to do just what I suggested above
and issue a special card that would only
be available at this show. Lets hope it
comes off.

While on the subject of overseas
shows, it appears that Telstra has pulled a
rabbit out of the hat, as far as the show in
Jakarta is concerned. As many of you are
no doubt aware, Telstra decided to
release a special card for this show, as
usual in the folder style. It appears there
will only be 2,000 odd folders. No doubt,
they will end up being sought after.
However, as soon as two days before the
fair I am sure most of the trade were
unaware that any card was to be released
at this show. This is a shame, because 1f
the trade had known, 1t might have made
for a slightly better contingent of local
dealers at the show. In any case Telstra is
to be congratulated for its initiative in
deciding to attend this show, because
there is little doubt that Indonesia is a
huge market waiting to be tapped.

No doubt, Telstra will be able to sell a
large range of their product. Which
brings us to a small rumour circulating
around the trade at present. Rumour has
it, that Telstra has floated the 1dea of sell-
ing used cards at some of these overseas
shows, no doubt this is just scuttlebutt,
because we would certainly hope it was
not true. Telstra after all 1s a Phone com-
pany that sells Phonecards for use and for
collectors, not a re-seller of used cards on
the secondary market.

In the past [ have given a tip of the
month, and without wishing to be too
immodest, many of these have been a
reasonable punt.

However, picking one this month 1s
not so easy. Although one keeps coming
back to the early material like the
Canberra and New South Wales cards
and so on, be they mint or used, many
feel these cards have fallen far enough in
value, certainly the stock 1s not out there
to any large degree.

So maybe that is the tip of the month
the cards from these two series. Don’t
forget to shop around, though it’s amaz-
ing just what price variations you will
find. However with price variations
check condition as well. As an example,
a $20 New South Wales Zoo Entrance mn
good used condition, 1s worth around $20
or so. However, a scratched one, what 1s
that worth, $5 or $10 or what? The thing
for the collector is to combine value with
quality and believe me with some of
these early issues getting cards in good
condition 1s not that easy.

Finally, Opera would like to take this
opportunity to wish all readers a safe
and happy festive season, and all the
best for a prosperous 1996. See you in
the new year. ¥




























































