
































Classical Chinese
stamps on phonecards

Jiangsi province displays stamps on its phonecards.

HE first four sets in a series of
I telephone cards depicting popu-
lar modern Chinese stamps was

issued by Jiangsi province. China,
during October.

Goldfish

The first set of phonecards — 12 10
yuan cards — reproduces China's
goldfish stamps issued in 1960. The
crucian carp is the remote ancestor of
the goldish. There are records of the
breeding of a gold-coloured variety of
this carp in Jiaxing. Zhejiang
province, during the Song Dynasty
(AD 960-1279). After some 900 years
of home breeding and artificial selec-
tion, the crucian carp has evolved into
the many varieties of the goldfish
which exist today. There are many
varieties of goldfish. In terms of
colour, there are orange, black, brown
and blue goldfish. The 12 kinds of
goldfish depicted on this series are
among the most beautiful varieties,
selected and bred with meticulous
care by expert Chinese fish-breeders.
In the order of the stamps. they are:
Flossy balls with turned over gills:
Black back dragon eye: Water bubble
eye: Red tiger head: Pearl fish: Blue
dragon eye: Sky gazer: Red cap: Pur-
ple cap: Red head: Pied dragon eye;
and Red dragon eye.

Beijing Opera
Facial make-up

This, the second series, reproduces a
set of eight stamps issued in 1980 on
eight 10 yuan phonecards.

The facial make-up of the Beijing
opera is a plastic art with unique
characteristics. Its aim is to show up
th e nature and special traits of an
opera character through appropriate
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exaggeration and symbolism. Based
on the colour of the background. such
make-up is divided into three kinds:
red faces, white faces and black faces.
Based on their composition. they are
divided into regular faces, three-tile
faces. crossed faces. six-part faces.
broken faces and the like.

As a result of centuries of con-
tinued development and creation.
there are today over 300 different fac-
ial make-ups. The ones selected for
this new series are of well-known
characters who are representative of
different kinds of roles in Beijing
opera.

In the order of the stamps. they are:
Meng Liang. Li K'uei, Huang Kai,
Sun Wu Kung. Lien P'o. Chang Fei,
Lu Chih Shen and Tou Erh-tun.

The Twelve
Beauties

The Twelve Beauties of Jinling is
excerpted from the novel. A Dream of
Red Mansions. (The Twelve Beauties
of Jinling from A Dream of Red Man-
sions stamps were issued in 1981.)
The phonecard series comprises 13 10
yuan phonecards (12 stamps and one
miniature sheet are depicted on the
cards). A Dream of Red Mansions. by
Cao Zueqin (?-1763), the great Chi-
nese novelist of the 18th century. is a
literary masterpiece that ranks highly
in both ideological and artistic value.
It is not only one of the finest novels
produced in China, but a gem in the
world of literature. Scholars and
readers of many lands have praised it
highly ever since the first Chinese
edition appeared over 200 years ago.
In the order of the stamps, the phone-
cards show: Baoyu and Daiyu read-
ing: Daiyu burying flowers; Baochai
chasing a butterfly: Yuanchun visits
her parents: Yingchun reciting Bud-
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dhist sutras: Tanchun helps form a
poetry society: Xichun drawing a pic-
ture; Xiangyun picking up a neck-
lace: Liwan lecturing to her son:
Xifeng hatches a plot; Sister Qiao
escapes: Keqing at leisure: and Miao
yu serving tea.

Female roles 1in
Bejing opera

The fourth set of phonecards shows
the stamps depicting female roles in
Beijing opera. issued in 1983. The
issue comprises eight 10 yuan phone-
cards. Beijing Opera. with a history
of some 200 years, is one of the most
important forms of China’s tradi-
tional theatrical performances and is
popular thoughtout the country. It
prides on a rich and colourful reper-
toire and many different schools and
styles. There are four main types of
roles: sheng (male roles). dan (female
roles). jing (painted faces). and chou
{comedians). Based on the sex, age,
position and personality of the
characters, each of these roles is fur-
ther divided into types according to
the singing and acting. The dan spe-
cials consist of eight pieces. of which
four are of the quing yi type (the quiet
and gentle). two of the hua dan (the
vivacious or dissolute) and one each
of the dao ma dan (sword and horse
type. women skilled in fighting with
weapons) and wu dan (women with
martial skills).

Next series

The next four sets in the Classical
Chinese stamps on phonecards series
from Jiangsi province will depict: Pil-
grimage to the West: Galloping
Horses: Suzhou Garden-Liu Yuan:
and The Court Ladies. |
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