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Christmas Day is traditionally
spent with family and friends,
remembering the good times
in the year that passed. This
year’s Christmas series
depicts Australia’s unique Christmas spirit
blended with classic images for the
season. As Australia has a rich
combination of cultures ¥
and nationalities, we at Telstra Phonecard
Collector Service would like to know about one
of your family’s Christmas traditions. In 20
words or less, tell us what you do every year
over the Christmas season that is unique to
your family’s celebrations. Your prize for sending in the best entry
will be one of five Christmas 1995 Telstra Phonecard sets consisting
of the $5, $10 and $20 cards. Put your name, address and age on
your entry and send it in
before 10 January 1996.
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Another day celebrated by Australians each year is -
Australia Day on 26 January. This day signifies

different things to young and old
Australians, looking into the
future or remembering our
past. A nation renowned for its
sporting triumphs, many of
us spend Australia Day
playing a game of cricket
or some sort of sport. To win one of five Australia
Day 1996 Limited Edition folders, depicting
young Australian’s playing a game of volleyball,
answer ‘True’ or ‘False’ to the statements below.
The first five correct entries out of the barrel will

win. On your entry, write your name, address and age
and send it in before 10 January 1996.

True or False
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Australia Day was originally celebrated on 27 January.

Qantas is celebrating it's 100th anniversary this year.

The term Australia Day was introduced by NSW.

The koala is on Australia’s Coat of Arms.

The colours in the Australian flag are red, white and blue.

The Australia Day Phonecard was first released in 1990.

January 26 was first celebrated as a public holiday in 1933.

The Red Tailed Black Cockatoo does not inhabit Australia.

Australia Day commemorates the arrival of the First Fleet in Sydney Cove.
Australia’s national anthem is Advance Australia Fair.

WINNERS Due to the delay in sending out the

October issue of the Bulletin, the winners

of the Emergency Management and CardEx ’95 and Singapore ’95
competitions will be announced in the February issue of the Bulletin. All
entries received in October and November were eligible to win.

NB: COOL KIDS CLUB COMPETITIONS ARE RESTRICTED TO JUNIOR COLLECTORS AGED 16 YEARS OR UNDER.
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Licensed Post Offices, selected retail outlets and T Shops. They will not be available through
Telstra Phonecard Collector Service.

Keep an eye out at your nearest retailer for upcoming greeting cards, including Birthday
cards, Valentine’s Day and a specially designed card for the Chinese Year of the Rat. The
Telstra Phonecards inside these gift cards carry the G code and are not available any other
way except as a packaged gift product.

To find vour nearcst retail outlet for Telstra Phonecard gift packs, call 1800 024 252.

STANDING ORDER WINNERS

Mrs Greenslade from South Australia received a wonderful surprisc last month when her
name was chosen as the Standing Order Lottery winner. Congratu]ations! For being the hrst
winner in our Lottery, Mrs Greenslade has won Telstra’s first ever cards released  the

Geelong serics —a valued addition to any Telstra Phonecard collection.

The winner for this Standing Order Lottery is Noel Shuice of Victoria — Congratulations. The

six cards in the South Australian serics are on their way to you,

SURVEY

Thank you to all collectors who responded to our survey - an overwhelming per cent
completed the survey. The results enabled us to gain a better understanding of what you, the
collector think about the direction the hobby is heading, what you want as future Telstra
Phonecard designs and how you rate the service of Telstra Phonecard Collector Service
and the Bulletin.

Some background information on collectors indicates that Phonecard collecting as a hobby
remains the main reason for collecting, and investment is the second highest reason.

Collectors age ranges from 6 vears to over 76 years of age with 73 per cent being male.

The number of collectors who have been collecting for more than three years rose to 33 per
cent — an increase of 16 per cent on the 1994 figure. The average number of cardsin a
collection was 240 and these consisted of both mint and used cards, purchased through
Telstra Phonecard Collector Service and obtained from friends after they had used the

Telstra Phonecard.

It was good to note that 61 per cent of collectors attended Phonecard fairs and exhibitions
in the past 12 months and thought they proved to be a great way to ind cards missing from
collections and to swap multiple copy cards. 20 per cent of collectors were members of
Phonecard clubs because it gave them an opportunity to discuss the hobby with other

‘experts’ and to hunt down elusive cards from the past.

A big thank you goes to the 72 per cent of respondents who rated the Bullerin as very good or

cexcellent  Telstra Phonecard Collector Service strives to keep you informed of the latest
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Phonecard news and be a link between collectors of Telstra Phonecards, around the

world,

While the Design Approval Committee finds some decisions regarding Telstra Phonecard
images tough, it was interesting to note that the themes which rated as being the most
popular with some collectors — animals, landscape, advertising and cartoons rated as the
least popular themes with other collectors. As the saying goes, vou can please some of the

people some of the time but not all of the people all of the time.

The information gathered from this survey will be treated confidentially and will only be used
to develop and provide the best possible service, card designs and development of new

avenucs of promotion tor this growing hobby.

Congratulations to the ten lucky winners who entered the guessing competition on the
back of the survey: G Dunlop , SA; Tonia Russo, NSW; Kenneth Tomkinson, NSW:
David Ball Sr, NSW; Edwin Graham, WA; Anthonv May, NT; Judi Matthews, SA;
Kristy Whelan, Vic; Haley Clark, Qld; and Anthony Ross, ACT. Your prize is the

Homecoming Limited Edition folder.

THEMATIC PHONECARD COLLECTING

As Phonecard collecting is moving into its seventh year in Australia, it is becoming
increasingly difficult to maintain a complete collection of all Telstra Phonecards released
National Issuc, Advertising, Custom cards, Limited Edition folders, or even onc of every

serial number produced. A new breed of collector has arisen — the thematic collector.

The thematic collector has a specialised goal  collecting by a particular theme. Popular

themes include sport, flora, fauna, transport and communications. Themes can turther be
broken down to make them even more specialised, for example collecting cards featuring
birds, reptiles or aeroplancs. The possibilities are endless. In this way, you can become an

expert in your own chosen ficld.

In Australia another advantage in thematic collecting is that you can choose to collect by
category, tor example, all Advertising cards, all Limited Edition folders, cte. Another positive
point about being a thematic collector is that you can be particular about which Telstra

Phonecards you wish to add to your collection.

If we take animals as an example for thematic collecting we find that over the vears, there
have been numerous Telstra Phonecards relcased in Australia with furry, cute and deadly

animals as the centrepicce.

The first statc issuc, South Australia, featured the fur scals of Kangaroo Island on the $10 card
(1990). In Apri] 1991, the New South Wales series consisted of six cards centred around the
famous Sydney Taronga Zoo and the Western Plains Zoo at Dubbo. The echidna and platypus

were featured as werc the giraffes, an orang-utan and a leopard.



The koala was first depicted as “Willv” on the 5 “Going for Gold” card for the 1992 Barcelona
()lympics, and also in cartoon form for the 5 Geneva Telecom Conference (1991). According to
some Telstra Phonecard enthusiasts, this card is still the most difficult for any collector to
obtain. Cartoon koalas also appeared on the 85 Advertising Series of 1992, the

$10 Christmas 1992 and the first $50 Tourist Generic Card issued in 1993,

A real direction in Australian animals was created with the first Marsupials Endangered Species
set of 1993 — containing the Wallaby, Wombat, and Numbat. The Endangered Species 1994
series had only one marsupial — the Bilby — but gave support to the endangered Western
Swamp Turtle and the Gouldian Finch. Another marsupial, the wombat, was featured on the

$5 card, Christmas 1992 scrics.

In six vears of Telstra Phonecards, the cockatoo has been teatured on no less than four
cards. The 81.50 Native Bird Choir in Christmas 1992. The Sulphur Crested Cockatoo was
again used for the Phonecard 5th Birthday card as well as the Smgapore card with the Red
Tailed Black Cockatoo being used for CardEx *95.

The icon of Australian animals, the kangaroo, recently made an appearance on the $10 Red
Centre card — issued in September of this vear. This card was produced as an Advertising card
and as a Custom card ()nly available in Japan. Prior to this, the kangaroo had been teatured on
the $10 card in the Tourist series in 1993,

Other animals featured on Telstra Phonecards include the snakes on the $10 Lite on Earth
card of the Indigenous People (1993) serics, and some very agile dogs strutting their stuft on the

tour $5 Advertising cards ol the 1994 Chinese Year of the Dog scries.

Collecting Telstra Phonecards with animals on them could be further specialised by

Collccting only Australian animals, cartoon animals or two legged animals - the list is endless.

So it vou arc beginning to feel inundated with all the Telstra Phonecards being relcased and
arc thinking of giving up, don’t despair  thematic co]]ecting could prove more revvarding and

challenging than a collection of every single card released.

* Telstra Phonecard Collector Service would like to thank Warren Titcher for his valued

contribution to this article.

BLAST FROM THE PAST

The first Endangered Species Limited Edition folder released in 1993 consisted of two $5 cards
and one $10 card. The series was produced to high]ight some of our native animals that arc on
the verge of extinction. Featured were the Bridled Nailtail Wallaby, Northern Hairy-nosed
Wombat and the Numbat. What many collectors do not know is that originally the series was
to contain four cards, three $5 and one $10 card. The Telstra Phonecard Design Approval

Committee decided that, since the series did not contain a $20 card, it would not be
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SERIAL NUMBER INFORMATION

(Please note - these cards are not all available for sale through Telstra. Custom cards are indicated by a “C” in the

card code, which follows the card description. )

Description and Code Serial Batch Quantity

$5  Bocing 707 - A954612 979 90,000
$5  DH86 - A954622 980 90,000
$5  Avro 504K - A954632 981 90,000
$5  Wunala Dreaming - A954642 982 90,000
$10  747-400 Long Reach - A954683a 983 - 984 120,000
$5  Bocing 747SP - A954652 985 90,000
310  Constellation - A954663a 986 - 987 120,000
$20 Ly Boat - A954674a 988 30,000
s5  Austel Christmas - A953942 989 - 991 250,000
$5  Beijing Opera Single Dancer - A951912 992 30,000
$5  Beijing Opera Male Dancer - A951922 993 30,000
$10  Beijing Opera Fan Dancer - A951933a 994 30,000
$20  Beijing Opcra Ribbon Dancer - A951944a 995 30,000
$20  Book Muncher - A9474 14a 996 30.000

$5  Year of Rat: Success in Studies - A954812 1009 50,000
S5  Year of Rat: Distribute - A954822 1010 50,000
$5  Year of Rat: Wealth - A954832 1011 50,000
$5  Year of Rat: Lived in Plenty - A954842 1012 50,000
$5  Year of Rat: Will be Finc - A954852 1013 50,000
$5  Festival of Perth - A954912 1014 100,000
$5  Indian Pacific - N955134a 1018 - 1019 150,000
$20  Sydney RiverCat - [.955134a 1027 5,500
$10  Adelaide O-Bahn - 1L955123a 1028 5,500
$5  Indian Pacific - L955112 1029 5,500
85 S}'d[]r.}' Festival - 4955212 1030 1031 | 530,000

. NB: These cards are not available for salc through Telstra’s Phonecard Collector Service.
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PHONE AUSTRALIA SERVICE CARDS [dtIamk]

PA94110 $10 Phone $10 PA94120 $20 Phone $20 PA94150 $50 Phone $50
Australia Australia Australia

INDIVIDUAL CARDS
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR SALE

ADVERTISING CARDS

A954812 Grea! Success in Your Studies $5 A954822 Distribute Goods Freely $5

A954832 To Bring in Wealth & Riches $5 A954852 Everything Will Be Fine $5



AD54912

A955532

A954642

INDIVIDUAL CARDS
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR SALE

Festival 0f Perth $5 A955212 Sydney Festival

Hong Kang $5 A954622 De Havilland

Wunala Dreaming $5 A854612 Boeing 707

$5

$5

$5
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INDIVIDUAL CARDS
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR SALE
ADVERTISING CARDS [altIFmK

A954632 Avra 504K $5 A954652 Boeing 747 $5

A954663a Constellation $10 A854683a Boeing 747 Langreach $10

REMEMBER T0 STICK A
IN FRONT OF ALL MELBOURNE (03) NUMBERS.

Leistra Phonecard

A854674a Empire Flying Boat $20 A853912 Austel Melbourne $5

BOLT A '8' 1N FROHT OF ALL SYENEY {07) HUMBERS
THAY BEGIR WITH 30 THROUGH T0 9.

Jeistra Phonecard

A853922 Auste] Sydney $5 A953932 Austel Brisbane $5
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INDIVIDUAL CARDS
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR SALE
ADVERTISING CARDS LIk

A947434a Diving $20

A853022a Payphane Cenire $10

A947444a Liteline $20

GIVE SOMEONE A BUZZ ISSUE

104

</ BIVE
COMEONE
A gYz2!

Gelecom Phonecard

A850942 Crazy far You $5 A950933a Miss You $10



INDIVIDUAL CARDS
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR SALE

PAGE 20 ADVERTISING CARDS

GIVE SOMEONE A BUZZ ISSUE Continued

A950914a Contract $20 A951013a Taubmans

BOOK MUNCHER ISSUE

A843213A Walizing Matilda $10 A947414A Book Muncher

AB47213A Boak Muncher $10

All the staff at Telstra Phonecard
Collector Service would like to wish
you a very happy and safe Christmas

and a prosperous New Year
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INDIVIDUAL CARDS
CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR SALE
OFFICIAL ISSUE CARDS [LLltlars

N955123a Adelaide 0-Bahn $10
N855112 Sydney Ferries’ RiverCat $20 N955012 Australia Day 1996 $5
N854412 Christmas 95 $5 NO54423a° Christmas 95 $10

FICIA
CHEESIIE a0 R NS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICIAL ISSUE

Geistra Phonecard

N9544342 Christmas 95 $20 N952712 Floods $5









LIEMITED

Homecoming $45.50
1x$5 1x$10 1x$20
Quantity Produced 8,500

Design Award $46.50
1x$5 1x$10 1x$20
Quantity Produced 6,500

Australia Day 1996
1x$5
Quantity Produced 6.000

N FOLDERS

Logal Legends $55.00
8x$5
Quanfity Produced 6,000

Christmas 95
1x%5 1x8$10 1x$20
Quantity Produged 6,500

Transport
1x8$5 1x$10 1x8%20
Quantity Produced 5.500

Emergency Management $46.50
1x$5 1x$10 1x$20
Quantity Praduced 6,500

$46.50

$47.50

*Restrictions of three Limited Edition folders per collector, subject to availability of stocks.

TELSTRA PHONECARD COLLECTOR SERVICE
Locked Bag 5350, Parramatta NSW 2150.
TM Trade Mark for Telstra Corporation Ltd.
A.C.N. No. 051 775 556
Phane (02) 204 0255,
0055 29469
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